Associate of Arts Degree in Liberal Arts/Health Careers Opportunity Program

a. Program goals: This program aims to strengthen the opportunity for students who wish to pursue health-related professions. The program offers solid foundation of health-related courses necessary for succeeding at a four-year institution.
b. Program: In 1980 a grant was given to Community College of Micronesia to establish the health Careers Opportunity Program for Micronesia in an effort to address the health manpower needs of these islands.
c. Program description: The HCOP program is currently offered at COM-FSM Palikir site graduating students with an AS degree in allied health profession. The intended two year program’s main objective is to identify, attract and recruit young Micronesian students to study introductory courses and be better prepared for abroad education in the area of health. It is designed to elevate the interest of the students by offering hospital visits and guest lectures in addition to the major course load that the student must take. The program has two components like the other programs offered at COM-FSM and that it is divided into two major course requirements: The general education core requirements which are common prerequisites for all students entering a particular area of study, and; the major requirements, which are courses of specialization within the individual program of study.
d. Program admission requirement: As per college policy for admission to associate of science programs.

e. Program requirements:
General Education Core Requirements ................................29 credits

English (9 credits)

EN 110 Advanced Reading (3)

EN 120a Expository Writing I (3)

EN 120b Expository Writing II (3)

Mathematics (3 credits)

Any 100 level or above mathematics course

Natural Sciences (7 credits)

A science course with Laboratory or AG 110 or AG 140 (4)
A non-lab science or AG 101

Social Sciences (3 credits)

SS 150 History of Micronesia (3)

Computer Applications (3 credits)

CA 100 Computer Literacy (3)

Exercise Sports Science (1 credit)

Exercise Sports Science course (1)

Humanities (3 credits)

Any course in art, music, history, culture, literature, philosophy, or language (3)

Major Requirements..................................................................................34credits

SC 101 Health Science (3)

SC 122a Anatomy & Physiology I w/lab (4)

SC 122b Anatomy & Physiology II w/lab (4)

SC 180 Microbiology w/lab (4)

SC 230 Introduction to Chemistry w/lab (4)

SS/PY 101 General Psychology (3)

ED/PY 201 Human Growth and Development (3)

EN/CO 205 Speech Communication (3)

Math Elective (3)

Any 100 level or above mathematics (3)

Natural Sciences (3)

SC 112 Nutrition (3)
f. Program courses and enrollment:

	Course
	2007
	2008

	
	Sec/Spr
	Sec/Fall
	Sec/Spr
	Sec/fall

	SC 101 Health Scienc
	4/61
	4/51
	3/38
	4/68

	SC 112 Nutrition
	
	2/49
	1/1
	2/51

	SC 180 Microbiology
	1/22
	
	1/23
	

	SC 122a A&P I
	
	1/23
	
	1/24

	SC 122b A&P II
	1/20
	
	1/20
	


g. Principal faculty:
1. Mihai-Theodor Dema, Professor. University of Medicine, Romania

2. Jazmin Gonzales, M. A., University of the Philippines
h. Program Outcome analysis. Health indicators.

1. Program enrollment

	2007
	2008
	2009

	spring
	Fall
	Spring
	Fall
	Spring

	
	
	
	46
	37


2. Graduation rate:

	Graduation rate (%) for 4 cohorts

	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004

	70
	62
	41
	35


3. Average class size for national campus     

	Course
	Fall 2007
	Spring 2008

	SC 101 Health Science
	15
	13

	SC 112 Human Nutrition
	25
	

	SC 180 Microbiology
	
	24

	SC 122a A&P I
	23
	

	SC 122b A&P II
	
	21


4. Seat Cost. Not available

5. Course Completion rate for the program: Completion rate (%) for three years.
	Course
	2006
	2007
	2008

	
	Spring
	Fall
	Spring
	Fall
	Spring

	SC 101 Health Science
	74
	77
	86
	86
	65

	SC 112 Human Nutrition
	
	95
	
	72
	100

	SC 180 Microbiology
	90
	
	78
	
	

	SC122a A&P I
	
	96
	
	91
	

	SC 122b A&P II
	95
	
	81
	
	89


6. Students’ satisfaction rate: Not available

7. Employment data: Yet to be determined

8. Transfer rate: Not available

9. Program Learning Outcome:
The students will be able to:

1.
Acquire a basic knowledge and understanding of the general structure and 
functions of the human body. 

2.
Acquire a solid foundation in basic biological sciences.


3.
Discuss, analyze and interpret fundamental and current issues relevant to human 
life sciences and health problems, and communicate information in a critical, 
scientific and technologically advance manner.

4.
Describe health care and allied professions and be prepared to work effectively 
with health professionals in groups to solve human life sciences and health 
problems.

I – Introduced,
 D – Developed and practiced with feedback, M – Demonstrated at mastery level appropriate for graduation

Course


                        PLO1

PLO2

PLO3

PLO4 

Sc.101   
 Health Science
I   

I

I, D
            I, D



Sc.120   
 Biology

I

I

I, D

I

Sc.122a  
 A and P 1

I, D, M

I, D, M

I, D, M

I 

Sc.122b
 A and P 2

I, D, M

I, D, M

I, D, M

I D M

Sc.180

 Microbiology

I, D, M

I, D, M

I, D, M

I, D M

Sc 230

 Chemistry

I

I, D, M

I, D, M

Sc.  112    
Nutrition 

I

I, D, M

I, D, M

I, D, M

Ss/Py 101
Gen. Psychology




I, D, M

I.D, M

Ed/Py 201
Human Growth




I, D, M

I, D, M

  ia. Discussion of Findings: The graduation rate shows significant decrease in the program and it may have been due to several factors. In the early years of the program, a coordinator traveled to all the states of the Federated  States of Micronesia to identify and recruit the top students from these state’s high schools. The coordinator had been successful in recruiting theses students because this process is enhanced by a generous scholarship from the grant that fueled the program. The grant is now history and the program is struggling on its own to recruit its students. Although the students may have their interest in a health career related field, their preparation at the high school hinders them from immediately enrolled in the HCOP program and must take developmental courses. In addition, some component of the program is no longer in place, for example, the summer training portion, which helps the student to socially experience interacting with other students or participants.
  ib. Recommendations: Recruitment is crucial and resources should be shifted to recruit students from the other states in the Federated States of Micronesia.
